
 Use onshore bathrooms and showers 

as often as possible. 

 Reduce or eliminate the use of dish 

soap on board.  

 If you use soaps, make sure that they 

are phosphate-free and low nitrogen. 

 Minimize washing laundry on-board. 

Know where the local laundromats 

are and utilize them! 

 Make sure to scrape off any food 

scraps or other materials before run-

ning water through your system.  

 Most importantly, be mindful about 

your impacts on water quality 

through your graywater inputs. Re-

duce them as much as possible. 

 Educate everyone on-board about 

your graywater system and how they 

can minimize inputs into the water 

and protect water quality in your har-

bor.  
 

 

For more information, check out our website: 

www.alaskacleanharbors.org 
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Graywater Basics  

Graywater is wastewater generated from a boat’s sinks and shower. This water may contain 

soaps, detergents, other cleaning agents, food scraps and other materials. Graywater de-

composes faster than boat sewage and may contain the same disease-causing organisms 

found in sewage. The chemicals in graywater can be toxic to fish and other aquatic life, and 

may add excess nutrients to the water resulting in decreased oxygen in the water. This tip 

sheet will help you minimize graywater discharges into Alaska’s marine environment.  

Graywater Best Practices 


